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Purpose & Objectives 
 

Our purpose was to find out useful information about the PR field as it relates to the real 
world.  We wanted to find out information from people who are currently working in the field. 
 
Our objectives: 

• To get first-hand advice about PR from the people working in it 
• To get ideas of what we can look forward to after graduation 
• To figure out what to do to better ourselves while in school 

 
Methodology 
 

We conducted all our interviews using Skype.  We didn’t want the interviewees using 
Skype because the sound quality of recording was low, so instead we used Skype to call either 
their personal phone or office phone.   
 

We decided to interview 3 people, because in the end we ended up asking a total 5 and 3 
responded with a yes, so out of respect for their consideration we added the third. We first 
interviewed Brooke Maynard, Media Relations Specialist for Tampa Bay & Company, then 
Daniel Wade, Public Affairs Specialist for Air Force Space Command, lastly we interviewed 
Katie Alexander, Physician Liaison for Tampa General Hospital. 
 

We conducted all our interviews this past week, the last week of February.  Our first two 
interviews lasted about 10 minutes but our last one was a bit short.  We used Skype to make 
phone calls to regular phones; we then recorded our interviews using Audacity and then 
uploaded our interviews onto our blogs. 
  
Results 
 
• First-hand advice about PR from the people working in it 
 
We got great advice from them regarding the real world of PR.  There is definitely a wide 
spectrum of jobs that PR entails and none of them are the same.  Whatever field we decide to 
specialize in there is still differences in every job. 
 
“It’s just the reality of the job world once you get into it because you do all these things and 
projects in your class that are exciting and fun and where you’re really making decisions and 
then when you switch gears and actually go out and get a job you’re really not a decision maker 
for the first couple of years.” – Katie Alexander 
 
 
 



• What we can look forward to after graduation 
 
There is definitely nothing that we can look forward to after graduation.  What I mean is no one 
can really consistently explain what we can expect because their job is always different and their 
experiences always change.  So theoretically we could interview 100 people and there could still 
be a chance that our jobs will be completely different. 
 
“Every day is different, it’s certainly not 9 to 5. I mean you know sometimes I have weekend 
events, you know I have evening events but it’s really rewarding and great work.” – Brooke 
Maynard 
 
“I enjoy the variety of every day, everyday it’s a different thing.” – Daniel Wade 
 
“I love it because every day is different, pretty much every job of PR, you’ll realize every day 
has new challenges and things that you can accomplish and pretty much sky’s the limit.” – Katie 
Alexander 
 
• What can we do to better ourselves while in school 
 
What we got from all of them was that internships are essential. They all stressed the importance 
of them and recommended we do as many as possible.  Another thing we found out and we 
related to was media training.  We know that we don’t receive the adequate media training and 
that that’s another reason why internships are necessary.  They all agreed they received the basic 
tools in school but acknowledge the fact that working first-hand in the field is crucial to learning 
the right skills in order to succeed in PR. 
 
“I think a lot of PR people you know you have to be in front of a camera and they never gave me 
any media training or put you in front of the camera and interviewed you.” – Brooke Maynard 
 
“They give you the basics; it’s the point of finding a way to kind of get an expertise of those 
tools those basics that they give you so you can actually market yourself out there.” – Daniel 
Wade 
 
“My advice is do internships, do lots of them.” – Katie Alexander 
 
“There is only so much you can do in four years of college so and maybe they should have made 
internships something that you had to do.” – Brooke Maynard 
 
Conclusion 
 
What we concluded is that the PR field can be for almost anyone.  There is a wide variety of jobs 
out there.  I think the jobs we get will definitely surprise us.  Our industry is constantly evolving, 
when we give these interviews to students 10 years from now, they will sound completely 
different, but I think the main two points will be consistent. One, internships are key, and two, 
everyday is a different story. 
 



Another thing we found out is that they all enjoyed their jobs I think Brooke summed up what we 
all hope to accomplish. “I would volunteer for this job and they’re paying me for it. So that’s 
really cool that I can actually say that.” – Brooke Maynard. 
 
Appendices 
See other links. 


