
Results 

     After reviewing our photos we noticed many 
demographics.  All of the people in our study were 
Caucasian males.  Their ages ranged from 15-24.  
Many college students used skateboarding as a form 
of short transportation from building to building 
across campus.  Other non-students do it just for fun 
while enjoying the outdoor environment. 

  

Purpose

     Skateboarding is something done by many    
people simply as a hobby for fun.  It is the third 
largest participant sport in the U.S., with over 300 
skateboard parks. 
      Skateboarding is one of the most unique and 
enjoyable sports in the world. Like baseball, basket-
ball and football, skateboarding has endured many 
changes and fluctuations in popularity, and has 
emerged as one of the most entertaining and satisfy-
ing activities enjoyed by both today’s youth and its 
adults.  It was invented in the 1950s in California 
when many surfers wanted to surf on a flat surface 
compared to the waves.  According to a survey 
conducted by American Sports Data Inc. in 2002, 
there were more than 12.5 million skateboarders 
nationwide.
 

Results 
     
     Most of the skateboarders seemed to multitask, 
such as listening to music on their MP3 players.  We 
didn’t find any female skateboarders in our study, 
however research indicates that females do make up 
26% of all skateboarders.  
     Although hard to catch in a photo, some of the 
skateboarders did tricks on the skateboard such as one 
known as the “ollie”, in which you push downward 
with your back foot, causing the front of the skate-
board to rise.  You then jump off the board causing 
you to lift about 5-8 inches off the ground.  One 
advantage to skateboarding is that skateboarders can 
do it anywhere: skate parks, garages, streets, parks, 
basketball courts, parking lots or back alleys.  Of all 
the ten skateboarders we found, none of them had on 
any protective gear such as kneepads, helmets, etc.  
However many wore skateboard shoes such as Vans.  

Methodology

     Our research was conducted primarily at USF 
and local parks and surrounding neighborhoods.  
We used an ethnographic study using photography 
to document our topic of skateboarding.  Our popu-
lation was both college and non-college students.  
Most pictures were taken during the day from mid-
afternoon to early evening.

Skateboarding

Conclusion

     The results of our finding lead us to believe that it is 
more than what it seems.  It not only used as a means 
of transportation, but also as a fun, outdoor recreational 
sport.  Many skateboarders find the sport addictive and 
like to keep practicing to get better at it.  They mock 
professional skateboarders such as Tony Hawk and 
Ryan Scheckler.


